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Utrecht, September 2021 - With its first collection ”Tint”, the young
design company Beau Travail gives to nature and its natural beauty in con-
stant movement, a key spot in our interior. Designed by Fabien Petiot, the
studio founder, the collection gives a significant role to colours. It allows
unexpected links between industrial processes and natural forms, rigour
and emotions, forming little organic architectures.

Fabien Petiot explains: “All these objects come from my fascination for nat-
ural history museums and cabinets of curiosities. I collect a slew of shells,
pebbles and minerals - quite compulsively. I do believe that beauty can be
found everywhere in nature, and that my quest - both very humble and
ambitious! - is to approach it, to capture and to give shape to its essence as
a thankful tribute.”

Composed of the SHELL pendant light, the MUSE table lamp, the HALO
side table lamp, and the LANICE series of “vase covers”, the collection
presents a selection of contemporary objects, both sculptural and func-
tional. These pieces, made of aluminium, draw their aesthetic from a pre-
cise observation of nature. They challenge the perfection of symmetry and
play with the illusion of fragility. Colour, as a material in its own right, adds
to the effect of movement, as with HALO and LANICE: depending on the
point of view and the light, a single colour becomes a multitude of shades
that animate the motionless object.

Each of Fabien Petiot’s design is part of a bigger story bringing together
texts, art works and objects with nature in central position. For the designer,
nature is an eternal source of wonder and inspiration.

The tint. collection is a natural extension of the work made for the Mouve-
ments Modernes gallery (Paris) and a few of key pieces, which are inter-
pretations of the natural world through exceptional craftsmanship; such as
the Branche console - entangled branches of a tree, the Pli floor lamp - a
stem of black bamboo crowned with paper, the porcelain wall lamp Biscuit
- mimicking the veins and ribbing of a leaf, and the Ombilic and Vortex
mirrors - an amalgamation of the navel and puddles of water.

The designer adds: “With this new collection, I’m continuing my exploration
of nature, only this time using more technical tools and industrial processes.
Whether in the craftsman’s workshop or in a small company, it’s always a
journey of encounters, joining forces and shared challenges that lead to the
creation of sensitive and unique objects.”
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ABOUT FABIEN PETIOT

As a true polymath, French designer Fabien
Petiot (b. 1979), enjoys experimenting in
many fields. He revels in combining crafts-
manship and design, art and writing, a cre-
ative balance created by embracing all these
disciplines.

Drawing from his background in art history
and industrial design, Fabien created his own
approach, generous and contrasting the usual
disciplines he found to be too tight. In 2013,
he founded his own studio, designing lighting,
furniture and objects both sculptural and nar-
rative. Quickly spotted by the Mouvements
Modernes Gallery in Paris, which exhibits
some of his limited pieces, his work has also
been exhibited in prestigious international
fairs and galleries such as the PAD Art +
Design (Paris and London) or The Salon (New
York), and in group exhibitions. Likewise, his
work is demanded by renowned interior
designers and collectors, captivated by this
synergy between high-quality craftsmanship,
unexpected materials and the knowledge of
an accomplished designer.

While continuing working on numerous activi-
ties (ie. collaborating with the Mouvements
Modernes Gallery, publishing books and arti-
cles, and curating exhibition commissions),
Fabien established Beau Travail in the
Netherlands, an extension of his Parisian
design studio. In French, Beau Travailmeans
“Excellent work!” or taking its more familiar,
ironic meaning “What a mess!”. Which says a
lot about both highest demands for material
quality, and an inherent sense of humour.
Beau Travail intends to synthesize Fabien
Petiot’s approach as a designer interested in
both matters of materials research, production
methods, and in innovative techniques. In the
land of unbridled Dutch design, Fabien enjoys
fusing the French Decorative Arts tradition
with the industrial efficiency of Dutch compa-
nies. Beau travail allows him the freedom to
explore his craft through designs that are
simultaneously sophisticated and playful, and
across all mediums: from objects, lighting and
limited-edition furniture, to art books, draw-
ings and prints.

The strong guiding thread between his two
creative studios is his passion for nature as an
inexhaustible source of inspiration. In front of
the first collection, Tint. Folded colours, we
immediately notice, the sense for a certain
fragility, weightlessness, asymmetry, a delib-
erate imperfection that Fabien manages to
create through a semi-industrial process. He
commits and delivers - with designs that aren’t
precious sculptures or artworks, meant only to
be viewed; on the contrary, they’re functional
objects, affordable and devoted to interiors in
which we like to gather. As a prolific storyteller,
Fabien, through Beau Travail, applies his
experience to craft colourful, unique and
poetic objects.

www.beautravail.nl

Press contact :

Véronique Cellier

+ 33 6 83 82 35 56

veronique@hirondellecommunication.fr

crédit photo : studio fullb1


